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James “Jim” E.L. Pratt Memorial Scholarship 

 

DESCRIPTION 

 

James (Jim) Pratt was born in Winnipeg, Manitoba but moved to Prince Edward Island with his family in 

1969.  Although he subsequently moved to Saskatoon in 1973, he always had a soft spot for PEI and 

visited several times in later years.  Jim was a warm, gentle man, with a happy, carefree nature, which 

drew others to him.  He was proud of his Viking heritage from his Icelandic mom, so evident in his tall, 

broad-shouldered frame and vibrant red hair.   His main passion in life was his family, particularly his 

wife Lyla and his son Erik.  He also loved listening to music and had an extensive music collection 

comprised mostly of the old rock and roll which he grew up with; but he had an appreciation for any 

genre of music performed well.  Jim also enjoyed watching old movies, particularly comedies, and 

debating any issue with great fervor.  He was also a fantastic cook, and he and his wife frequently enjoyed 

entertaining family and their many friends.   Unfortunately Jim had a congenital heart defect and suffered 

from serious heart disease from a young age.  He spent most of the last year of his life in the hospital but 

was always upbeat and positive and convinced that he was going to be able to return to PEI with his wife 

Lyla to spend some time at his older sister’s cottage.  Unfortunately that was not meant to be and he 

passed away at the age of 59 due to complications after heart transplant surgery. 

 

Jim had a sharp intellect and although he never completed postsecondary education, he was a strong 

believer in lifelong education and an avid reader of up to 100 books or more a year.  He was a strong 

believer in practical learning and would be proud to know that this award will allow students in the 

Faculty of Science to spend a term abroad to expand their knowledge of the world.   Jim will be 

remembered by his wife, his son, his three siblings, his stepchildren, and his many lifelong friends for his 

love of life, his free spirit, his courage in the face of serious illness, and his determination to live every 

day to the fullest.  This award is established by his sister Debbie MacLellan to honour this amazing man. 

 

CRITERIA 

 

Granted to a full time undergraduate student enrolled in a bachelor degree program in the Faculty of 

Science at UPEI who will study abroad as part of their UPEI education.   Students will need to provide 

documentation that confirms their plan to study abroad in the current academic year, said documentation 

to be defined by UPEI requirements. 

 

APPLICATION PROCESS  
 

• Students must submit their scholarship application prior to their study abroad experience; 

• Applications must be complete, with the student’s submission signed off on by their respective 

department or program coordinator for committee consideration;   
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• Successful recipients of the scholarship must confirm award acceptance by submitting proof of flight 

purchase and/or travel itinerary; funds would be disbursed to UPEI students’ accounts during the 

semester they intend to study abroad;   

• The reviewing committee reserves the right to rescind an offer should a student’s study abroad plans 

change, as they may no longer be eligible for the scholarship program 

 

 

Application materials may be submitted via mail, email, or fax: 

University of Prince Edward Island - Registrar’s Office 

Scholarships and Awards Committee 

550 University Avenue, Charlottetown, PE   C1A 4P3 

scholarships@upei.ca 

Fax #: (902) 566-0795 
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James “Jim” E.L. Pratt Memorial Scholarship 
 

APPLICATION FORM 
 

Name:              

Home Address:             

                     

UPEI Student ID:     Telephone:       

UPEI Email Address:           

 

 

Please include the following in your application package: 

 

❑ Application Form  

❑ Application Personal Statement (maximum one page typed)  

Please detail in your personal statement your interest in practical learning 

experiences and how traveling abroad will help expand your knowledge of 

the world, and support your academic and professional goals 

❑ Department or Program Coordinator Verification from UPEI: 
 

Coordinator Signature:           

UPEI Email Address:      Date:     
 

Signature confirms student applicant has been accepted to participate in study abroad experience 

officially sanctioned by the university, for academic credit toward the student’s current degree. 

 

 

Applicant Signature:      Date:     
 

Note: Incomplete application packages will not be considered.  For official communication 

purposes, the Scholarships and Awards Committee will contact successful recipients through 

their UPEI Email Address.  It is the student’s responsibility to check their UPEI email account. 
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