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In order to assist investigators in preparing their consent form and to assist the ACC in evaluating them, we ask that investigators use the following template.  This template outlines the minimum information that must be included.
You have been invited to enter into a research project.  Please read this form carefully, and feel free to ask questions.
State the purpose and major objectives of the study.
Indicate how and to whom the findings will be distributed, and describe how the data will be reported (i.e., in aggregate or summarized form).  You may also wish to indicate how participants may find out about the results of the research project.
Describe any direct benefits to the participating animal, as well as any potential for benefit to the wider community, stressing that these benefits are not necessarily guaranteed.  
Describe the procedures, and give an estimate of the length of time these procedures will take.  If the research will take place in a location other than one outlined, indicate where the research will take place.
Describe any risks that are associated with the procedures described above and any steps that will be taken to minimize those risks.  If there are no know risks, say so.
It should be clearly specified who will be financially responsible for treatment, clinical care,  or loss of any participating animal.  Suggested wording to be inserted in text field below "There will be no cost to you for entering your animal in this study.  You will not be charged for any of the procedures performed solely for the study's purposes.  All unrelated costs for diagnosis, management and treatment of your animals are your responsibility.  You will receive no reimbursement for entering your animal in this study."
Describe the procedures that will be used to safeguard the confidentiality and anonymity of responses, as well as any limitations on the degree to which confidentiality and anonymity can be guaranteed.  Include the following statement in text field below "While absolute confidentiality cannot be guaranteed, every effort will be made to ensure that the information collected for this study is kept entirely confidential.  Your name or that of your animal will not be attached to any information nor mentioned in any report, nor be made available to anyone except the research team.  Subject to any disclosure required by law, such as a court order or pertinent provincial or federal legislation, all information collected as a result of your participation is strictly confidential.  Results of this study are intended for publication in scientific journal and presentation at related conferences and workshops, but your identity or that of your animal will not be revealed."
 
Suggested wording to be inserted in text field below "All research materials will be stored in (name location) under lock-and-key for a period of (identify length of time)."
If the research project extends over a significant length of time, include a statement to the effect that the research will advise the participant of any new information that could have a bearing on their decision to participate, as well, participants should be informed about the process by which ongoing consent will be sought.
  
Include the following statement in text field below "Your participating is voluntary, and you may withdraw from the research project for any reason, at any time, without penalty of any sort.  If you do not wish to participate, you do not have to provide any reason for your decision, nor will you lose the benefit of any veterinary care your animal is receiving.  If you withdraw from the research project any data collected about your animal during their enrollment in the study will be retained for analysis".
 
 
Include the following statement in text field below "If you have any questions concerning the research project, please feel free to ask at any point; you are also free to contact the researchers at the numbers provided if you have other questions.  This research project has been approved on ethical grounds by the University of Prince Edward Island Animal Care Committee on (insert date)."
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