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To the Trustees of the Pension Plan for the Employees of the University of Prince Edward Island

Opinion

We have audited the financial statements of the Pension Plan for the Employees of the University of Prince
Edward Island (the “Plan”), which comprise the statement of financial position as at April 30, 2024, and the
statements of changes in net assets available for benefits and changes in pension obligations for the year then
ended, and notes to the financial statements, including a summary of significant accounting policies.

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the financial
position of Pension Plan for the Employees of the University of Prince Edward Island as at April 30, 2024, and
its changes in net assets available for benefits and its changes in pension obligations for the year then ended
in accordance with Canadian accounting standards for pension plans.

Basis for Opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards. Our
responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor's Responsibilities for the Audit of the
Financial Statements section of our report. We are independent of the Pension Plan for the Employees of the
University of Prince Edward Island in accordance with the ethical requirements that are relevant to our audit of
the financial statements in Canada, and we have fulfilled our other ethical responsibilities in accordance with
these requirements. We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to
provide a basis for our opinion.

Responsibilities of Management and Those Charged with Governance for the Financial
Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in
accordance with Canadian accounting standards for pension plans, and for such internal control as
management determines is necessary to enable the preparation of financial statements that are free from
material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

In preparing the financial statements, management is responsible for assessing the Pension Plan for the
Employees of the University of Prince Edward Island’s ability to continue as a going concern, disclosing, as
applicable, matters related to going concern and using the going concern basis of accounting unless
management either intends to liquidate the Pension Plan for the Employees of the University of Prince Edward
Island or to cease operations, or has no realistic alternative but to do so.

Those charged with governance are responsible for overseeing the Pension Plan for the Employees of the
University of Prince Edward Island’s financial reporting process.
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Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements

Our objectives are to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are free
from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes our
opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted in
accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards will always detect a material misstatement
when it exists. Misstatements can arise from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the
aggregate, they could reasonably be expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis
of these financial statements.

As part of an audit in accordance with Canadian generally accepted auditing standards, we exercise
professional judgment and maintain professional skepticism throughout the audit. We also:

o Identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to fraud or
error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that is
sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material
misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve
collusion, forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control.

e Obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures that
are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness
of the Pension Plan for the Employees of the University of Prince Edward Island's internal control.

e Evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting estimates
and related disclosures made by management.

e Conclude on the appropriateness of management's use of the going concern basis of accounting and,
based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or conditions
that may cast significant doubt on the Pension Plan for the Employees of the University of Prince Edward
Island's ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a material uncertainty exists, we are
required to draw attention in our auditor's report to the related disclosures in the financial statements or, if
such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are based on the audit evidence
obtained up to the date of our auditor's report. However, future events or conditions may cause the
Pension Plan for the Employees of the University of Prince Edward Island to cease to continue as a going
concern.

e Evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements, including the
disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent the underlying transactions and events in a
manner that achieves fair presentation.

We communicate with those charged with governance regarding, among other matters, the planned scope and
timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant deficiencies in internal control that we
identify during our audit.

§ 7 A I
Charlottetown, Canada
September 17, 2024 Chartered Professional Accountants
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Pension Plan for the Employees of the

University of Prince Edward Island

Statement of Changes in Net Assets Available for Benefits

Year ended April 30 2024 2023
Investment income (Note 7)
Interest and dividend income $ 6,092,003 $ 6,951,980
Realized gain on sale of investments 10,701.680 4,608,313
16,793,683 11,560,293
Change in unrealized gain on investments 13,462,045 15,206,113
30,255,728 26,766,406
Expenses
Actuarial 157,432 166,495
Administration 257,882 270,831
Custodial 107,524 108,099
Insurance 28,500 25,972
Investment consulting 176,022 160,803
Investment management 1,420,881 1,369,295
Professional fees 48,086 27,706
Training and other 21,302 -
2,217,629 2,129,201
Excess of revenues over expenses 28,038,099 24,637,205
Contributions
Employees’ past service contributions 350,128 254,086
Employees’ regular contributions 6,836,609 5,923,266
Employer regular contributions 7,070,985 6,568,487
14,257,722 12,745,839
Increase in net assets before benefit
payments and refunds and transfers 42,295,821 37,383,044
Benefit payments (16,305,512) (15,374,116)
Refunds and transfers (884,674) (457,413)
Increase in net assets $ 25,105,635 $ 21,551,515

Net assets available for benefits, beginning of year
Increase in net assets

Net assets available for benefits, end of year

$ 357,136,658

25,105,635

$ 335,585,143

21,551,515

$ 382,242,293

$ 357,136,658

See accompanying notes to the financial statements.



Pension Plan for the Employees of the

University of Prince Edward Island
Statement of Financial Position

Year ended April 30 2024 2023
Assets
Cash and cash equivalents $ 5,972,561 $ 5,561,751
Contributions receivable 110,914 761,549
Investments (Note 3)
Government and corporate bonds 45,829,633 47,084,110
Mortgages 15,607,776 15,027,597
Equities 198,866,322 194,251,973
Real estate 58,273,851 39,775,350
Infrastructure 58,078,472 55,106,053
Total assets 382,739,529 357,568,383
Liabilities
Payables and accruals 497,236 431,725
Net assets available for benefits (Page 3) 382,242,293 357,136,658
Pension obligations (Page 5) 360,483,264 344,134,985
Surplus $ 21,759,029 $ 13,001,673
On behalf of the Trustees
Trustee Trustee

See accompanying notes to the financial statements.



Pension Plan for the Employees of the
University of Prince Edward Island
Statement of Changes in Pension Obligations

April 30 2024 2023
Pension obligations, beginning of year $ 344,134,985 $ 327,027,000
Change in pension obligations
Employees’ past service contributions 350,128 254,086
Interest accrued on benefits 18,806,153 17,870,127
Experience losses 1,951,985 3,469,043
Benefits accrued 12,430,199 11,346,258
Benefits paid and transfers out (17,190,186) (15,831,529)
16,348,279 17,107,985
Pension obligations, end of year $ 360,483,264 $ 344,134,985

See accompanying notes to the financial statements.



Pension Plan for the Employees of the
University of Prince Edward Island

Notes to the Financial Statements
April 30, 2024

1. Description of the plan

The following description of the Pension Plan for the Employees of the University of Prince
Edward Island (the “Plan”) is a summary only. For more complete information, reference should
be made to the Pension Plan text.

General

The Plan is a defined benefit pension plan covering full-time and permanent part-time
employees working a minimum of 13.5 hours per week. All eligible employees of the University
are required to join the Plan effective the first day of employment.

Objective of the plan
The Plan is designed to provide a monthly life income for members who retire under the Plan
after completing certain age and service requirements.

Normal retirement
A service pension is available upon reaching the normal retirement age of sixty-five years.

The annual pension payable is calculated based on the following:
e The member’s Best Average Salary, which is the average of the best three years of earnings
with the University;
e Pensionable service prior to January 1, 1999:
e The number of years and fractional years of Pensionable Service accumulated by
the member prior to January 1, 1999 times 2% of Best Average Salary; and

e Pensionable Service between January 1, 1999 and July 1, 2010:

e The number of years and fractional years of Pensionable Service accumulated by
the member between January 1, 1999 and July 1, 2010 times 2% of Best Average
Salary times the Integration Ratio; and

e Pensionable service on or after July 1, 2010:

e The number of years and fractional years of Pensionable Service attributed to the
Member from July 1, 2010 to the date of retirement times 2% of the Best Average
Salary up to the average YBE for the same 3 years that were included in the
determination of the Best Average Salary; plus 1.5% of the same Best Average
Salary in excess of the same average YBE and up to the average YMPE for the
same 3 years that were included in the determination of the Best Average Salary;
plus 2% of the same Best Average Salary in excess of the same average YMPE.

Pension benefits are guaranteed for 10 years after a member retires even if the member dies
within this time. Benefits are payable to a designated beneficiary or to the member’s estate.
Other optional forms of pension (including forms with survivorship pensions) are available from
the Plan and are determined on an actuarial equivalent basis.

Early retirement

Early retirement is available to the member within ten years prior to the normal retirement date.
Members retiring before age 60 or the Rule of 85 (i.e., age plus years of service equal 85) are
subject to an actuarial adjustment that reflects the longer period over which the pension benefits
are to be paid. This adjustment is waived should the member meet age 60 or the Rule of 85.



Pension Plan for the Employees of the
University of Prince Edward Island

Notes to the Financial Statements
April 30, 2024

1. Description of the Plan (cont’d)

Disability retirement

In the event a member becomes disabled as defined under the Plan and has 10 years of
accumulated pensionable service, pensionable service will continue to accumulate until the
member ceases to be disabled, becomes eligible for a normal retirement pension or dies.
During the time the member is disabled, the University will make the member’s required
contributions to the Plan based on the earnings level in effect at the time the member became
disabled.

Death refund

If a member dies prior to retirement, leaving neither a spouse nor dependent children under 18
years of age, a lump sum is payable to the member’s beneficiary or estate. The lump sum is
equal to the member’s required contributions to the Plan, plus any additional voluntary
contributions or lump sum transfers from a previous plan, all accumulated with interest to the
date of payment.

If the member leaves either a spouse or dependent children under age 18, a survivor’s pension
is payable from the Plan. The maximum pension payable to all survivors is 75% of the pension
earned up to the date of death calculated in the same manner as a normal retirement pension.
In the case that the pension is payable to only one survivor, it may be limited to 66 2/3% of the
pension earned.

Withdrawal

Withdrawals are not permitted to continuing members of the Plan. If a member’s employment
with the University terminates for any reason other than retirement or death, a benefit is payable
from the Plan.

Non-Vested Member:

If the employee has been a member of the Plan for less than two years, the member shall be
entitled to receive an amount equal to the sum of his or her Member Required Contributions,
Transferred Contributions, if any, and Additional Voluntary Contributions, accumulated with
Interest in each case, and the payment of such an amount shall constitute full and final
settlement of all benefits payable under the Plan.

Vested Member:
If the service of the employee has been for a period of two years and they are not within ten
years of their Normal Retirement Date they will be given the following choices:

e Option 1: Leave their contributions in the Plan and receive a pension starting at the
normal retirement date.

e Option 2: Transfer a lump sum amount directly from the Plan to either the pension plan
of a subsequent employer or a registered retirement savings plan. The lump sum is
equal Commuted Value of the pension benefit to which the Member is entitled under
option 1 above, plus any Additional Voluntary Contributions accumulated with interest.



Pension Plan for the Employees of the
University of Prince Edward Island

Notes to the Financial Statements
April 30, 2024

1. Description of the Plan (cont’d)

Where the Member Required Contributions accumulated with Interest exceeds one-half the
Commuted Value of the Member's pension in respect of Pensionable Service accrued while
the Member was employed by the Employer, the Member is entitled to a refund of any such
excess.

In the event that a Member ceases employment with the Employer and is within ten (10) years
of Normal Retirement Date, the Member must elect a retirement benefit.

Income taxes
The Plan is a Registered Pension Trust as defined in the Income Tax Act and is not subject to
income taxes.

2. Summary of significant accounting policies

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Canadian accounting
standards for pension plans.

Accounting standards for pension plans require entities to select accounting policies for
accounts that do not relate to its investment portfolio or pension obligation in accordance with
either Part | (International Financial Reporting Standards (“IFRS”)) or Part Il (Canadian
accounting standards for private enterprises (“ASPE”)) of the CPA Handbook. The Plan selected
to apply Part Il for such accounts on a consistent basis and to the extent that these standards do
not conflict with the requirements of the accounting standards for pension plans.

Basis of presentation

These financial statements are prepared on the going concern basis and present the aggregate
financial position of the Plan as a separate financial reporting entity independent of the sponsor,
the University and plan members. They are prepared to assist plan members and others in
reviewing the activities of the Plan for the fiscal period but do not portray the funding
requirements of the Plan or the benefit security of individual plan members.

Revenue recognition

Contributions, interest and dividend income are accounted for on the accrual method. Gains or
losses realized on the sale of investments are recorded when investments are sold. Change in
unrealized gain (loss) on investments is the change in the difference between book value and
market value of the investments from the prior year to the current year.

Financial instruments
Financial assets and financial liabilities are recognized when the Plan becomes a party to the
contractual provisions of the financial instrument.

Financial assets are derecognized when the contractual rights to the cash flows from the
financial assets expire, or when the financial asset and all substantial risk and rewards are
transferred.



Pension Plan for the Employees of the
University of Prince Edward Island

Notes to the Financial Statements
April 30, 2024

2. Summary of significant accounting policies (cont’d)
A financial liability is derecognized when it is extinguished, discharged, cancelled or expires.
All financial assets and financial liabilities are initially measured at fair value.

Financial assets and financial liabilities are subsequently measured as described below:

Financial instrument Subsequent measurement
Cash and cash equivalents Amortized cost
Contributions receivable Amortized cost

Investments Fair value

Financial liabilities Amortized cost

Cash and cash equivalents
Cash and cash equivalents include cash balances with the Plan’s investment managers.

Investments

Investments are stated at market values. Fair value is an estimate of the amount of
consideration that would be agreed upon in an arm’s-length transaction between
knowledgeable, willing parties who are under no compulsion to act.

Fair values of investments are determined as follows:

Government and corporate bonds are valued on the basis of quoted closing mid-market prices.
If quoted closing mid-market prices are not available, estimated values are calculated using
discounted cash flows based on current market yields and comparable securities, as
appropriate.

Public equities and mortgages are valued at quoted market closing prices. When the market for
a public equity is not active or when there are restrictions on the sale of all or part of a public
equity imposed on the Plan by external parties, management estimates the fair value by using
appropriate techniques including valuation models.

Real estate is valued based on estimated fair values determined by using appropriate valuation
techniques and best estimates by management, appraisers or both. Where external appraisers
are engaged to perform the valuation, management ensures the appraisers are independent and
compares the assumptions used by the appraisers with management’s expectations based on
current market conditions and industry practice to ensure the valuation captures the business
and economic conditions specific to the investment.

Infrastructure pooled funds are considered financial instruments and are valued at their most
recent net asset value prior to year-end, adjusted for any capital contributions or withdrawals
between the net asset value date and year-end, as determined by the fund manager or
administrator. The net asset value represents the Plan’s proportionate share of the underlying
net assets at fair values estimated using one or more methodologies, including discounted cash
flows, multiples of earnings measures, and recent comparable transactions.



Pension Plan for the Employees of the
University of Prince Edward Island

Notes to the Financial Statements
April 30, 2024

2. Summary of significant accounting policies (cont’d)

Foreign currency exchange rates are determined using observable market, spot forward, and
future rates which are available for all major currencies.

Transaction costs are not included in the fair value of the investment assets and the investment
liabilities either on initial recognition or subsequent re-measurement. Transaction costs are
included in the statement of changes in net assets for benefits as part of expenses incurred in
the period.

Pension obligation

The Plan is a defined plan established for members. The pension obligations recognized in the
statement of financial position are the actuarial present value of accrued pension benefits
determined by applying best estimate assumptions and the projected benefit method prorated
on services.

Refunds
Termination and death benefits are recorded when the Plan’s administrator approves an
application for refund.

Use of estimates and measurement uncertainty

When preparing the financial statements, management undertakes a number of judgments,
estimates and assumptions about recognition and measurement of assets, liabilities, revenue
and expenses. The actual results are likely to differ from the judgments, estimates and
assumptions made by management and will seldom equal the estimated results. Information
about the significant judgments, estimates and assumptions that have the most significant effect
on the recognition and measurements of real estate and infrastructure assets, pension
obligations, revenues and expenses are discussed below.

Measurement uncertainty exists when there is a variance between the recognized amount and
another reasonable amount. Some accounting measurements require management’s best
estimate, based on assumptions as at the financial statement date that reflect the most probable
set of economic conditions and planned course of action.

Management estimates the accrued pension liability obligation annually with the assistance of an
independent actuary; however, the actual outcome may vary due to estimation uncertainties.
The estimate of its accrued obligation of $360,483,264 (2023 - $344,134,985) is based on
industry standard rates provided by Eckler Ltd.

Translation of foreign currencies

Transactions denominated in foreign currencies are translated into Canadian dollars at the
exchange rates prevailing on the transaction date. Investments and other monetary assets and
liabilities denominated in foreign currencies are translated into Canadian dollars at exchange
rates prevailing on the year-end date with any resulting foreign exchange gain or loss included in
investment income.

10



Pension Plan for the Employees of the
University of Prince Edward Island

Notes to the Financial Statements
April 30, 2024

3. Investments

The asset percentages of the Plan are broken down as follows:

2024 2023
Cash and equivalents 2% 2%
Government and corporate bonds 12% 13%
Mortgages 4% 4%
Real estate 15% 11%
Infrastructure 15% 15%
Equities 52% 55%

Original cost of investments as of April 30, 2024 is $293,486,658 (2023 - $281,126,929).

4. Financial risk and capital management

In the normal course of business, the Plan is exposed to a variety of financial risks: credit risk,
interest rate risk, currency risk and other price risk. The value of investments within the Plan’s
portfolio can fluctuate on a daily basis as a result of changes in interest rates, economic
conditions and market news related to specific securities within the Plan. The level of risk
depends on the Plan’s investment objectives and the type of securities it invests in.

For all of the risks noted below, there has been no change in how the Plan manages those risks
from the previous year.

Market risk

The Plan invests in publicly traded equities listed on domestic and foreign exchanges, and
bonds traded over the counter through broker dealers. These securities are affected by
fluctuations in market prices. Such market changes are subject to economic factors and other
fluctuations in domestic and global capital markets, as well as risks to issuers, which may affect
the market value of the individual securities. Policy guidelines have been established to ensure
that the Plan’s investments are diversified by issuer, industry and geographic location.

The table below indicates the total exposure in each of the following asset classes within the
Plan’s portfolio:

2024 2023
Canadian equities $ 63,535,602 $ 76,729,562
Global equities 135,330,720 117,522,411
Real estate 58,273,851 39,775,350
Infrastructure 58,078,472 55,106,053

$ 315,218,645 $289.133.376

11



Pension Plan for the Employees of the
University of Prince Edward Island

Notes to the Financial Statements
April 30, 2024

4. Financial risk and capital management (cont’d)

The table below presents the effect of a change in values held based on management estimates
for each of the following asset classes in the Plan’s portfolio.

2024
Equities
Change in market value 15% 5% -5% -15%
Impact on net assets available
for benefits
Canadian equities $ 9,530,340 $ 3,176,780 $ (3,176,780) $ (9,530,340)
Global equities 20,299,608 6,766,536 (6,766,536) (20,299,608)
Real estate 8,741,078 2,913,693 (2,913,693) (8,741,078)
Infrastructure 8,711,771 2,903,924 (2,903,924) (8,711,771)
2023
Equities
Change in market value 15% 5% -5% -15%
Impact on net assets available
for benefits
Canadian equities $11,509,434 $ 3,836,478 $ (3,836,478) $ (11,509,434)
Global equities 17,628,361 5,876,121 (5,876,121) (17,628,631)
Real estate 5,966,303 1,988,768 (1,988,768) (5,966,303)
Infrastructure 8,265,908 2,755,303 (2,755,303) (8,265,908)

Foreign currency risk
The Plan has certain investments denominated in foreign currencies. Currency risk is the risk
that the value of these investments will fluctuate due to changes in foreign exchange rates.

The Plan has significant exposure in the US Dollar, the Japanese Yen, the British Pound, the
Euro, the Swiss Franc and the Hong Kong Dollar. Exposure to changes in these 6 currencies
represents 83% (2023 — 85%) of the Plan’s total exposure to foreign currency risk. The Plan has
holdings of $87,406,476 (2023 — $60,432,833) or 23% (2023 — 17%) of the portfolio in US
Dollars, $6,595,869 (2023 — $6,243,319) or 2% (2023 — 2%) in the Japanese Yen, $5,655,387
(2023 — $5,783,653) or 1% (2023 — 2%) in the British Pound, $4,507,045 (2023 — $5,579,518) or
2% (2023 — 1%) in the Swiss Franc, $10,605,889 (2023 — $10,088,055) or 3% (2023 — 3%) in
the Euro and $6,145,168 (2023 — $6,364,117) or 2% (2023 — 2%) in the Hong Kong Dollar.

12



Pension Plan for the Employees of the
University of Prince Edward Island

Notes to the Financial Statements
April 30, 2024

4. Financial risk and capital management (cont’d)

The table below represents the effects of a 15% and 5% appreciation and depreciation of the
Canadian dollar as compared to the US dollar, Japanese Yen, British Pound, the Swiss Franc,
the Hong Kong Dollar and the Euro on the net assets available for benefits.

2024

Change in the currency value 15% 5% -5% -15%
Impact on net assets available

for benefits
CAD/USD $13,110,971 $ 4,370,324 $ (4,370,324) $(13,110,971)
CAD/YEN 989,380 329,793 (329,793) (989,380)
CAD/POUND 848,308 282,769 (282,769) (848,308)
CAD/CHF 676,057 225,352 (225,352) (676,057)
CAD/EURO 1,590,883 530,294 (530,294) (1,590,883)
CAD/HKD 921,775 307,258 (307,258) (921,775)

2023

Change in the currency value 15% 5% -5% -15%
Impact on net assets available

for benefits
CAD/USD $9,064,925 §$ 3,021,642 $(3,021,642) $(9,064,925)
CAD/YEN 936,498 312,166 (312,166) (936,498)
CAD/POUND 867,548 289,183 (289,183) (867,548)
CAD/CHF 836,928 278,976 (278,976) (836,928)
CAD/EURO 1,513,208 504,403 (504,403) (1,513,208)
CAD/HKD 954,618 318,206 (318,206) (954,618)

Currency risk is controlled by limiting investments in foreign stocks through the asset allocation
guidelines set forth in the Policy Statement and by limiting to 25% or less the percentage of the
Fund held in fixed income investments denominated in foreign currencies that are not 100%
hedged into Canadian dollars.

Credit risk management

Credit risk on fixed term or money market investments arises from the possibility that the
counterparty to an instrument fails to meet its obligation to the Plan. Policy guidelines have been
established to ensure the Plan holds corporate fixed term investments with a credit rating of A-1
(low) or higher, and Canadian federal or provincial government fixed term investments with a
credit rating of B++ or higher. As of April 30, 2024, the credit quality breakdown of this fixed
income portfolio was as follows: AAA — 27.8%, AA —10.0%, A — 13.3%, BBB and below —
15.1%, not rated — 25.2% and cash — 8.6%.

13



Pension Plan for the Employees of the
University of Prince Edward Island

Notes to the Financial Statements
April 30, 2024

4. Financial risk and capital management (cont’d)

Interest risk management

Interest rate risk is the risk that the value of a financial security will fluctuate due to changes in
market interest rates. The Plan’s investment portfolio is exposed to interest rate risk from its
holdings of fixed income securities. Fluctuations in interest rates are managed by varying the
duration of the fixed income portfolio.

The table below presents the remaining term to maturity of the Plan’s outstanding fixed term
investments, which includes government and corporate bonds, mortgages and cash balances.

Remaining term to maturity

Within  From 1 year Total Total
1 year to 5 years Over 5 years 2024 2023

Fixed term investments
(market value) $ 20,057,017 $ 15,704,021 $ 25,359,401 $ 61,120,439 $ 60,613,038

Average Yield: 5.27 %
Average Term: 6.04 Years
Average Duration: 4.35 Years

As of April 30, 2024, the duration of the fixed income portfolio was 4.35 years and had the
prevailing interest rate changed by 1%, assuming a parallel shift in the yield curve, with all other
variables held constant, the value of the fixed term portfolio would change by 4.35%.

Fair value hierarchy

In compliance with CPA Handbook Section IFRS 7, “Financial Instruments — Disclosures”, the
Plan has categorized its assets and liabilities that are carried at fair value into a three level fair
value hierarchy. The hierarchy is based on the priority of the inputs to the valuation techniques
used to measure fair value.

Financial assets and liabilities measured at fair value are categorized as follows:

Level 1: Fair value is based on unadjusted quoted prices for identical assets or liabilities in an
active market.

Level 2: Fair value is based on quoted prices for similar assets or liabilities in active markets,
valuation that is based on significant observable inputs or inputs that are derived principally for
or corroborated with observable market data through correlation or other means.

Level 3: Fair value is based on valuation techniques that require one or more significant

unobservable inputs or the use of broker quotes. These unobservable inputs reflect the Plan’s
assumptions about what market participants would use in pricing the assets and liabilities.

14



Pension Plan for the Employees of the
University of Prince Edward Island
Notes to the Financial Statements

April 30, 2024

4. Financial risk and capital management (cont’d)

2024
Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Total
Cash and cash
Equivalents $ 5972561 $ -9 - $ 5,972,561
Investments
Bonds 45,829,633 - - 45,829,633
Mortgages 15,607,776 - - 15,607,776
Equities 198,866,322 - - 198,866,322
Real estate - - 58,273,851 58,273,851
Infrastructure - - 58,078,472 58,078,472
$266,276,292 $ - $116,352,323 $ 382,628,615
2023
Level 1 Level 2 Level 3 Total
Cash and cash
Equivalents $ 5,561,751 $ $ - $ 5,561,751
Investments
Bonds 47,084,110 - - 47,084,110
Mortgages 15,027,597 - - 15,027,597
Equities 194,251,973 - - 194,251,973
Real estate - - 39,775,350 39,775,350
Infrastructure - - 55,106,053 55,106,053
$261,925.431 $ - $ 94,881,403 $356,806,834

The following table presents additional information about assets measured at fair value for which

the Plan utilized level 3 inputs to determine fair value.

2024 2023
Balance, beginning of year $ 94,881,403 $ 59,772,887
Purchase of level 3 investments 19,022,572 30,092,156
Realized gain recognized in investment income 3,571 1,949,269
Unrealized gain recognized in investment income 3,708,521 6,143,591
Redemption of level 3 investments (1,263,744) (3,076,500)
Balance, end of year $ 116,352,323 $ 94 881,403
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Pension Plan for the Employees of the
University of Prince Edward Island

Notes to the Financial Statements
April 30, 2024

4. Financial risk and capital management (cont’d)

Liquidity risk

Liquidity risk is the risk that the Plan will not be able to meet all cash outflow obligations as they
come due. The Plan mitigates this risk by monitoring cash activities and expected outflows. The
Plan’s current liabilities arise as expenses and benefit payments are made. The Plan does not
have material liabilities that can be called unexpectedly at the demand of a lender or claimant.
The Plan has no material commitments for capital expenditure and there is no need for such
expenditures in the normal course of operations. Benefit payments are funded by current
operating cash flow including contributions made by members and the University, as well as
investment income.

Capital management

The Plan employs investment policies and procedures that are reviewed by the Pension Plan
trustees on a regular basis. These policies and procedures dictate the Plan’s approach to
growth, credit quality and profitability objectives.

The Plan’s objectives when managing capital are to preserve and enhance the value of the
Plan’s investments through adequate diversification in high quality investments and achieve the
highest investment return that can be obtained with the assumption of an acceptable degree of
risk.

The investment policies and procedures outline that the Plan’s assets shall be invested in fixed
income and equity securities in an asset mix determined by the Sponsor Board. The Plan’s
investment in equities, bonds and short term securities shall be diversified by industry group and
currency. Diversification within each asset class is provided by limiting the investment in a single
security to 10% or less of the market value of Plan assets. The Plan’s investment income unit
trusts and similar investment instruments are limited to those securities that are listed on a
recognizable stock exchange and are resident in jurisdictions that provide limited liability to unit
holders. The fund managers have complete freedom to manage capital within their own
mandate, no individual fund manager makes asset mix calls at the total fund level, subject to the
Plan’s policy asset mix of 20-25% of fixed income, 20-30% in Canadian equities, 20-30% in
global equities, 15-25% in real estate/infrastructure and 0-10% in mortgages.

The investment strategy for the Pension Plan was revised effective November 28, 2014 and
updated accordingly. The Pension Plan Trustees adopted the investment strategy of the
previous Pension Investment Review Committee.
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April 30, 2024

5. Pension obligations

The latest filed funding valuation for this defined benefit plan is as of April 30, 2022, prepared by
Eckler Ltd. For more complete information, reference should be made to the actuarial valuation.
The following is a summary only of the significant actuarial assumptions used in the valuation:

o  550% (2023 — 5.50%) future rate of investment return, net of investment expenses per
annum

e assumed 50% at Rule of 85 (minimum age of 55) or age 60 (if earlier), 60% of remaining at
age 65, 25% at each age between 66 and 70, with everyone remaining retiring at age 71.

e  3.50% (2023 — 3.50%) salary escalation rate

e  3.50% (2023 — 3.50%) pensionable earnings increase

e  5.50% (2023 — 5.50%) discount rate on plan liabilities

The next actuarial valuation is expected to be valued as of April 30, 2025.

6. Funding policy

Effective October 1, 2016, the employer, being the University of Prince Edward Island as
represented by its Board of Governors, entered into an agreement with the employees of the
University to adopt a shared risk model relating to the pension plan obligation. At September 30,
2016, the deficit in the pension plan was actuarially determined to be $10,039,000 which would
be funded by both the employer and the employees. The employer’s portion of this deficit at
September 30, 2016 was determined to be $6,475,000 and would be funded over 15 years with
annual payments of 1% of pensionable earnings per year. The employees’ portion of this deficit
totalled $3,564,000 and would be funded over 8.75 years with annual payments of 0.88% of
pensionable earnings per year.

The Sponsor Board will determine the funding of pension plan deficits or the use of fund
surpluses. The Sponsor Board is made up of representatives from the employer and the
employees. The employer and the employees will have one vote each with no provision for a tie
breaker, with all decisions required to be unanimous.

If in the future, the pension plan reports a surplus, the Sponsor Board can decide to reinstate
benefits, reduce special deficit contributions, increase benefits or reduce plan risk. In the
situation of future deficits, the Sponsor Board can reduce benefits or fund the deficit on a 50/50
basis between employees and the employer.

For 2022-23, the employer contributions include a payment of $422,432 that was made on
behalf of the faculty unions, as agreed upon in the return to work protocol resulting after the
winter semester labour disruption.

The most recent actuarial valuation for funding purposes was prepared by Eckler Ltd., as of April
30, 2022.
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7. Investmentincome

Government and corporate bonds

Mortgages
Equities

Real estate
Infrastructure

2024 2023

$ 345,541 $ 618,646
580,179 407,431
24,506,436 17,647,468
1,465,784 4,881,885
3,357,788 3,210,976

$ 30,255,728 $ 26,766,406
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