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CWHC Atlantic Region honored with PEI Heritage Recognition Award 

Photo: L-R Tessa McBurney, Darrien Washinger, Dr. Laura Bourque, Dr. Megan Jones, Dr. Wassim Salamoun Lieutenant  
     Governor, Fiep deBie, Dr. Scott McBurney.  

The Canadian Wildlife Health Cooperative-Atlantic Region (CWHC-Atlantic Region), based at the Atlantic Veterinary College, 

University of Prince Edward Island, has been honored with a Heritage Recognition Award from the PEI Museum and Heritage 

Foundation.   

The annual PEI Heritage Awards celebrate individuals and organizations that have made outstanding contributions to preserv-

ing and promoting the provinces' heritage, including both human and natural history.  The award was presented to members 

of the CWHC-Atlantic Region by the Honorable Dr. Wassim Salamoun, Lieutenant Governor of PEI, at a ceremony held in Char-

lottetown on March 23rd.  

The CWHC-Atlantic Region was recognized for it’s dedication to protecting and documenting wildlife health, an essential part 

of the Island’s environmental and cultural heritage. 

“It was an honor to be included in such a deserving group of recipients,” said Dr. Megan Jones, regional director of the CWHC 

–Atlantic Region.  “I particularly appreciate that our work to understand and track wildlife health was recognized for its contri-

bution to the natural heritage of the Island.  That’s the big picture, and it’s why we do what we do– to help preserve and pro-

tect our environment.”  

“Congratulations to the CWHC-Atlantic Region team on this well-deserved recognition,” said Dr. Dominque Griffon, Dean of 

the Atlantic Veterinary College.  “Your work continues to have a lasting impact on wildlife conservation and heritage preserva-

tion in Prince Edward Island.” 

Credit: Apryl Munro,  External Engagement Officer, AVC 



Former PhD Graduate Student Appointed Dean of Vet School in Sri Lanka 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Dr. Anil Kalupahana, dean of the faculty of Veterinary Medicine and Animal Science, University of Peradeniya. 

Congratulations to Dr. Anil Kalupahana who has been appointed dean of the Faculty of Veterinary Medi-
cine and Animal Science, University of Peradeniya, in Sri Lanka for a three-year term effective November 
1, 2024. 

Dr. Kalupahana earned his PhD in Pathology and Microbiology from AVC, where he was co-supervised by 
Dr. Fred Kibenge and Dr. Scott McBurney. He successfully defended his thesis, “Characterization of or-
thoreoviruses isolated from American crow (Corvus brachyrhynchos) winter mortality events in eastern 
Canada,” in July 2017. He was awarded his degree at Convocation in the spring of 2018.  

During his studies, he received the AVC Department of Pathology and Microbiology Graduate Student 
Scholarship in 2009-2010 and the Dr. Douglas W. Ehresmann Graduate Award for outstanding research in 
virology in 2013 and 2017. 

Following his doctoral studies, he returned to Sri Lanka as a lecturer in veterinary virology at the University 
of Peradeniya, later advancing to senior lecturer grade 1. 

In 2019, Dr. Kalupahana was unanimously elected head of the Department of Veterinary Pathobiology, a 
position he held for two consecutive terms until his recent appointment as dean. The Department of Veteri-
nary Pathobiology is responsible for teaching veterinary bacteriology and mycology, virology, parasitology, 
pathology, and immunology to second-year veterinary students. 

Dr. Kalupahana’s achievements highlight the global impact of AVC’s graduate programs. His leadership at 
Sri Lanka’s only veterinary school is a testament to his dedication to veterinary education and research.  

“We are proud to celebrate an AVC alumnus reaching the highest position in veterinary education in Sri 
Lanka,” said Dr. Fred Kibenge of his former student. 

Congratulations, Dr. Kalupahana!  

Credit: Apryl Munro, External Engagement Officer, AVC 

 



Funding Success 

 
The Pathology and Microbiology department wish to extend congratulations to: 

 
 
 
Crystal Veltman who successfully defended her MSc thesis titled "Expression 
and Identification of Biomarkers in Complex Gill Disease: Using Jellyfish Toxins 
and Hydrogen Peroxide Treatments as Laboratory Models of Gill Disease in At-
lantic salmon (Salmo salar)" on December 13, 2024.  Crystal was supervised by 
Dr. Mark Fast; Dr. Shona Whyte chaired the Supervisory Committee and Dr. 
Jordan Poley chaired the Examination Committee.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Laura Groves who successfully defended her MSc thesis titled "Immunological 
responses of Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar) against Infectious Salmon Anemia 
(ISAv) with increasing temperatures" on January 7, 2025.  Laura was super-
vised by Dr. Mark Fast; Dr. Dave Speare chaired the Supervisory Committee 
and Dr. Chelsea Martin chaired the Examination Committee.  
 
 
 
 
Congratulations Crystal and Laura! 

Successful Thesis Defenses 

 

 

 
Congratulations to Dr. Nina Germitsch who received $21,000. in funding from 
the Nova Scotia Habitat Conservation Fund for her project entitled 
'Echinococcus canadensis in Nova Scotia's coyotes, foxes, and moose - an 
increasing threat?' 



Karen Roche Retires from UPEI 

Karen Roche retired from UPEI on March 31, 2025, after 34 years of service. Karen started work at the 
Atlantic Veterinary College (AVC) in January of 1991 as an Administrative Assistant in the Radiology 
Department of the Veterinary Teaching Hospital (VTH). Her time at the AVC included time in the Vet-
erinary Teaching Hospital, the Dean’s Office and the Office of Academic and Student Affairs.  Most 
recently, the Department of Pathology and Microbiology was fortunate to have Karen work with us 
from November 2018 onward until her retirement.    
 
During her time in the Department of Pathology and Microbiology, we were fortunate to benefit from 
Karen’s strong work ethics, intuitive handling of situations and a well-developed knowledge of cam-
pus areas and personnel.  Karen’s ability to rapidly grasp nuances of financial and other situations was 
a tremendous benefit to the department and directly contributed to the success of many individuals.   
 
A retirement party was held for Karen on March 26, 2025, where faculty, staff and students were able 
to bid Karen a fond farewell.  Karen will now have more time to travel and enjoy family and 
friends.  We wish her the very best in her retirement!  
 
 
Contributed by Dr. Shelley Burton 
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