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It's hard to believe how quickly 2024 has flown by in the Department of
Pathology and Microbiology! Under new leadership of AVC Dean Griffon and
UPEI President Rodgers, we saw the DVM class of 2024 become newly
minted veterinarians, and helped welcome the class of 2028. Our
department’s significant teaching and diagnostic service contributions, as
well as our research and graduate training programs, helped AVC shine
during the recent AVMA accreditation site visit. Achievements of our
students, staff and faculty in 2024 are too numerous to list here, but include
over 40 publications, numerous presentations and invited speaking
engagements, successful funding competitions, and various recognitions for
excellence in teaching, research, service and leadership. Details can be
found in this and past newsletters. Here, | wish to congratulate our entire
team for their collective efforts that help make these achievements possible.
Having recently passed the 6 month point in the role of department chair, |
would like to specifically thank Karen Roche and Ingrid MacLeod for all
: : =1 they do to help the department run smoothly. As 2024 comes to a close, |
hope everyone finds a moment to rest and recharge. | will be thinking of our members who are missing
friends and loved ones during the holidays. See you all in the new year!
(Photo: Dr. Chelsea Martin, Chair Pathology & Microbiology.)

Dr. Shelley Burton, along with Dr. Ryan Jennings
from The Ohio State University, jointly received a
Wendy Coe Leadership Award from the American
College of Veterinary Pathologists (ACVP). The
award was presented in at the ACVP annual

meeting in Seattle on November 19, 2024. Wendy
Coe was a past ACVP Executive Director. Drs.
Burton and Jennings received the award in
recognition of their leadership as Co-Chairs of the
ACVP Certifying Examination Board.

Photo L-R: Drs. Shelley Burton, Lauri Diehl (ACVP President)
and Ryan Jennings.

©2024 American College of Veterinary Pathologists




Appointments

Congratulations to Dr. Fred Kibenge who has been re-appointed to a third 3-year term as a Section Editor
for Aquaculture effective December 1, 2024. 2023 Journal Impact Factor is 4.37. Ranked 5 among the top 15
journals in fisheries and aquatic research by Web of Science.

Congratulations to Dr. Fred Kibenge was appointed to the International
Committee for Taxonomy of Viruses (ICTV) Spinareoviridae Study Group

starting August 2024. Each ICTV Study Group’s goal is to taxonomically classify
new and existing viruses within a virus family using genetic identity and/or
phylogenetic inference. Taxonomy proposals are submitted once a year in June.
The proposals can be anything from placing a new virus in a species, or higher-
level creation of demarcation criteria for subfamilies or genera.

Congratulations to Dr. Fred Kibenge has been re-appointed to a second 3-year
term as an Associate Editor for Journal of the American Veterinary Medical
Association (JAVMA) and American Journal of Veterinary Research
(AJVR) effective November 1, 2024. JAVMA and AVJR are scientific journals
published by the AVMA, which has a membership of more than 105,000
veterinarians.

Congratulations to Dr. Nina Germitsch on receiving funding from the Prince
Edward Island Wildlife Conservation Fund. Nina has received $7,500. for her
project “The spread of invasive lung parasites in Prince Edward Island’s wild
canids.”

Darrian Washinger and Jordi Segers of the Canadian Wildlife Health
Cooperative’s bat team travelled to Guadalajara, Mexico in October for
the annual North American Symposium for Bat Research. This
symposium promotes the study and conservation of bats by facilitating
communication and collaboration among scientists, educators, and the
public. Annual meetings are held throughout North America. Attendees
come from all over the continent, as well as some travelling from
off-continent. The southern location of this year’'s meeting brought many
more attendees from Central and South America to the symposium. The
symposium lasts four days and consists of days of optional local tours
(visiting an iconic bat friendly tequila distillery, assisting local bat
researchers), workshops (building your own bat tracker, conducting
wildlife disease surveillance), and three days of plenary sessions.

Jamaican fruit bats (Artibeus jamaicenis) are a common bat species of Mexico
(photo by Jordi Segers).




The plenary sessions are chock full of interesting presentations on the latest in bat science, outreach,
conservation and much more. As the Atlantic Bat Conservation Project Technician and the National Bat
Health Program Coordinator, respectively, Darrian and Jordi were primarily interested in presentations
relating to bat health and conservation in Canada, but various close partners from Mexico and the US
provided valuable presentations as well. From cat predation on bats, age specific survivorship in bats, bat
ecology and the renewable energy future, to tropical bat ecology and global bat conservation, there was
something for everyone.

While Darrian and Jordi did not get the chance to join any of the
conference-organized tours, they did do some sightseeing of their own.
With Mexico’s Dia de los Muertos approaching on November 2 there were
lots of festivities to partake in. They also travelled south to climb the
dormant volcano Nevado de Colima. They spent two nights in the crater
of the volcano and did a hike through the jungle, a night hike, and
eventually scaled the steep peak and made it to the top at 4200 meters
above sea level. The views were stunning, especially in the direction of
the adjacent and very active Volcan de Fuego.

A Dia de los Muertos display. (photo by Darrian Washinger)

Next year, the annual symposium will not be in
such an exotic place, but will be held in
Edmonton, Alberta. Fortunately, there are
plenty of mountains to climb in Canada’s west
as well.

Volcan de Fuego as seen from the slopes of Nevado de
Colima. (photo by Jordi Segers)
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For comments or suggestions for our newsletter,

please contact: Ingrid MacLeod (imacleod@upei.ca) (902) 566-0541.

Editor/ Reviewer Dr. Fred Kibenge and Dr. Shivani Ohja
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