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Occurrence of Maedi-Visna in Adult Sheep on Prince Edward 
Island 
 
Objective: The objective of this study was to determine the 
occurrence of Maedi-Visna virus (MVV) in sheep greater than 6 
months of age on Prince Edward Island. Secondary objectives 
included collecting flock management information and evaluating the 
risk of MVV in flocks associated with these management factors. 
Animals: Fourteen (14) sheep flocks with a total of 1432 sheep on 
Prince Edward Island (PEI) were selected as a convenience sample.  
Procedure: Serum samples were obtained from 1342 sheep via routine 
venipuncture. Data collected for each farm included: flock size, 
management system, herd system, deworming protocol, and 
vaccination protocol. An indirect antibody ELISA was used for MVV 
detection. 
 
Results: Only 34 sheep  from 11 flocks tested positive for Maedi-
Visna virus. The overall apparent occurrence of MVV was 2.5%, with 
a calculated true occurrence of 1.86%. There was no statistically 
significant association between the flock management factors and 
MVV at a flock level.  
 
Conclusion: The current study indicated a low overall occurrence of 
MVV in PEI (1.86%) compared to the apparent prevalence reported 
by Simard and Morley in 1991 (13.6%).  
Clinical relevance: This study has shown that the overall apparent 
occurrence of MVV in PEI is low.   
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