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550 University Avenue
Charlottetown, PEI
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Telephone 	(902)566-0870
Fax	(902)628-4316


	M E M O R A N D U M


TO:	Chairs (Drs. John Vanleeuwen, Chelsea Martin & Sue Dawson)
Members, Graduate Studies & Research Committee

FROM:	Dr. Katie Hoddinott, Chair
Companion Animal Trust Fund

RE:	Companion Animal Trust Fund Competition, 2026

DATE:	December 5th, 2025

	
Please find attached a copy of the guidelines and an application form for the 2023 Companion Animal Trust Fund Competition.   

A total of $40,000 is available for the competition this year.

Please make faculty in your department aware of this competition as soon as possible. Failure to meet the regulations or to submit all required information will jeopardize the eligibility of an application.  The strict deadline for submission of proposals is 4:00 p.m. on Monday, February 23rd, 2026.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding the attached, please don’t hesitate to contact me.




Attachments



	

Companion Animal Trust Fund
Guidelines
2026



Statement of Goals

The goal of the Companion Animal Trust Fund is to support clinical, applied research projects relating to dogs, cats and/or companion animal exotics.

Criteria

Criteria to be used in evaluating proposals are:
(a) 	scientific validity,
(b)  	likelihood of completion 
(c)	for two equal proposals (based on merit), preference will be given to that which includes graduate student training.    


Eligibility

All faculty members who are regular employees of UPEI whose primary appointment is within the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, with the exception of the Dean and the Associate Deans, Graduate Studies & Research and Academic & Student Affairs, are eligible to be the Principal Investigator on a proposal.

Grant Details

Grants of up to a maximum of $10,000 each will be awarded by the Companion Animal Trust Fund.

Recipients will be required to submit a brief (maximum 1 page) report outlining the results of the project annually following the notification date, until the completion of the project. Failure to submit a report may result in the Principal Investigator being declared ineligible for subsequent internal competitions. Funding renewal can be requested annually, as needed, pending progress progression. 

The CATF should be acknowledged in publications resulting from the funding.

Travel associated with performance of the research project will be eligible for funding. All other travel related to dissemination of the project outcomes will not be eligible for funding.

Please submit an electronic copy (including signatures) to Rosemary McIver (mciver@upei.ca) AVC Office of Graduate Studies and Research by 4:00 pm, Monday, February 23rd, 2026.  This deadline will be strictly enforced. Incomplete applications or additional material submitted after the deadline will not be considered.


		

	Companion Animal Trust Fund
 Application Form
2026




	1.Applicant(s):  	
  (indicate principal investigator)
	

	2.  Department:
	

	3. Title of Proposed Research
	

	4. Summary of Budget
a) Salary of Research Assistant(s)
	

	b)Equipment
	

	c) Materials and Supplies
	

	d) Travel
	

	e) Data Analysis
	

	f) Other (Specify)
	

	Total Requested
	

	5.           Have you applied to an outside agency for support of this or a related project?
              Yes or No

	If yes, provide details (source, amount, date) here, and attach proposal, abstracts and budget.



	If no, provide reasons for not applying.



	6.  Describe the potential direct benefit of this project to companion animals. 	 
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Application Form


	7. Will these funds be used to support a research project involving a graduate student?
     Yes or No

	If yes, provide brief details, including the percentage of the students’ thesis research that will be funded by this proposal and the name of the student if known.


In what aspect of the research proposal will the student be involved?



	8.  Have you received funding from the Companion Animal Trust Fund in the last 5 years? If yes, describe how the funds enhanced your research program and include a project report or resulting publications.




	9.    Signature of Applicant					Date



	        Signature of Chair	 					            Date



	Does this study involve AVC Hospital resources?  If yes, please obtain approval and signature of the Hospital Director.


       VTH DIRECTOR                                                                                                                    
       Signature				                                                              Date






10. 	Provide a summary (no more than 200 words) of the proposal that would be suitable for a lay person.

11.	Provide the following information on attached pages.  Write a concise description of your research proposal not exceeding two pages, (12 pt, all margins minimum 2.5cm, no more than 6 lines per inch).  Note: any deviation from these specifications will make your application ineligible) using the subheadings listed below.  Bear in mind that these proposals will be evaluated by a committee of individuals from a wide variety of disciplines.

a) Hypothesis and Objectives of proposed research
b) Present state of knowledge
c) Research plan – including a timeline for project completion
d) Significance of Research
e) References cited (not to be included in the 2 page limit)

12.	Provide the details and justification of the budget on not more than one page.

13.	For each applicant, attach an abbreviated research CV (last 5 years) including any of the following details as appropriate: 

a) Investigator general background and role in the project
		b) Papers in refereed journals
		c) Papers in refereed conference proceedings
		d) Non-refereed papers and abstracts.  
e) Books and book chapters (if relevant to the current project proposal)
f) Grants and contracts received or applied for – including your role in the project


Do not list papers in preparation.
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